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(Synopsis 8 on page 188 of Indian Stamp Act by Krishnamurthy 10" Edition 2007) “8.
Subsidiary and incidental covenants. — It is well settled that if an instrument is
properly stamped or does not require a stamp in respect of its leading characteristic,
it is not chargeable with any further duty by reason of inclusion of provisions which
are merely auxiliary to the leadng object. An instrument must be read as a whole to
find out its dominant object. It is not permissible to divide it into several parts and to
look at it piecemeal and then to assign each one of such parts to some other Article
of Scheadule | of the Act. Section 5 of the Act does not apply to a document which
embodies different covenants relating to the same transaction. ‘Distinct matters’ in
section 5 mean matters which are separate transactions. An instrument stamped for
its leading and principal object covers everything accessory to the object and is not
to be charged with any further duty by reason of the inclusion of provisions which are
merely ancillary to the leadng object. Separate duty is payable where a provision is
not merely ancillary to the main object but is a separate and distinct transaction.
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